
ISSN 2231-3842 (Print)  ISSN 2277-8691 (Online) 

 

 
INERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF APPLIED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY VOLUME 6, MARCH 2020 

39 
 

RELEVANCE OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS AND EMERGING 

DIMENSIONS IN THE ERA OF DIGITALIZATION 

Rajbir Kumar, 

Assistant Professor (College of Law) 

IIMT University, Meerut 

Ajay Kumar 

Assistant Professor (College of Law) 

IIMT University, Meerut 

Abstract 

All innovative products need to have the potential for protection under one or more intellectual 

property regimes. The intangible intellectual property rights (IPR) give exclusive rights to the 

creator for their creation. These rights boost innovative thinking and research, which provide 

recognition and economic benefits to the creator. However, the lack of knowledge about IPR is 

the main hitch with developing countries like India. Lacking off IPR knowledge, foreigners steal 

our resources and ideas and give provision for biopiracy. This article provides the basic 

information about various types of IPRs viz., patents, trademarks, and geographical indications, 

industrial designs, copyrights, trade secrets, layout designs, protection of new plant varieties, 

etc., with basic information about the need and method of getting the same. Each of which 

consists of a distinct set of rights. Intellectual property regimes, including the vast majority of 

academic creativity, will result in the subject matter immediately protected under the Copyright 

Act 1968 as a literary, dramatic, musical, or artistic work in one of the arts. Books, chapters in 

books, plays, departmental working and discussion papers, journal articles, surveys, reports, 

conference publications, teaching materials, computer software, multimedia, databases, 

paintings, photographs, drawings, musical compositions, and arrangements are examples of 

creative works. Material such as sound recordings (including CDs, tapes, or cassettes), 

cinematograph films (including videos), television and good broadcasts, and published editions 

of works are all automatically protected under a separate set of provisions. Performers Need 

some protection, and Intellectual creativity may result in patentable inventions as well as 

confidential information. A registered patent can be issued if a new and inventive product or 

process is developed with commercial utility. These can be anything from a new drug to a 

computer program to an industrial revolution to new comprehensive educators believe that 

students need to develop a fundamental understanding of their rights as creators as early as 

possible in their educational careers. When it comes to using someone else's creation, 

technology, and patent consulting firms argue that it is essential to cultivate a culture that 

respects the creator's rights and gives proper credit. The purpose of this article is to shed light on 

the relevance, necessity, utility, and prospects of the utility of intellectual property and in the 

sphere of legal instruction.  

Keywords: Intellectual Property, Legal Education, Creativity, Protection, the Copyright Act, 

patents, trademarks, intellectual property rights, idea, inventions. 
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1. Introduction 

Intellectual property is a concept that is neither new nor static. Intellectual property (IP) 

established by a person or a group of persons, an organization, or an institute includes inventions, 

literary and artistic works, designs, symbols, names, and pictures used in trade. Intellectual 

property is legally protected and allows people to profit monetarily or gain recognition from the 

inventions or creations they make by striking the appropriate balance between inventors' interests 

and the broader public interest. Some examples include Copyright, patents, trademarks, and other 

intellectual property rights (Leo, 2005). An inventor of the machine, a songwriter, or a book 

author, for example, owns their work, and an intelligent repository protects their creation and 

increases collaboration and funding opportunities. 

Furthermore, others are not permitted to copy these works without consideration for the rights of 

the owner. As a result, the work's creators/inventors/owners are granted intellectual property 

rights, which protect their work. When the owner's work in the form of an item is acquired from 

a local market, a portion of the purchase price is given to the owner as compensation for the 

creator's labor, money, thought, and time spent on their work (Negi & Thakuria, 2010). New 

talent is impacted and nurtured due to intellectual property rights, leading to the production of 

new ideas and creative works, which ultimately aids in the growth and development of various 

industries. Intellectual property laws protect a variety of different forms of work. Among other 

things, it can defend books, films, paintings, computer programs, and databases. Not only that, 

but IP laws also safeguard logos and brands and well-known items, artistic works, and 

inventions. Under intellectual property laws, copyrights, related rights, trademarks, geographical 

indications, industrial designs, and patents have all been utilized to protect these works. In 

addition, intellectual property rights include trade secrets, grant protection against unfair 

competition, patent varieties, various pieces identifying rights, such as protection for diverse 

traditional creativity, indigenous people's innovation, i.e., traditional knowledge and cultural 

expressions, and genetic resources (Subbaram, 2003). IP rights are invented and created for a 

limited time, and some are granted protection for a time that is contingent on the right's upkeep. 

Furthermore, these works eventually enter the public domain, allowing new creative endeavors 

and skills to utilize them. 

2. Significance of Intellectual Property Rights  

Innovators can better protect their inventions and collaborate and fund their ideas by filing for 

intellectual property rights, India's research simultaneously. The legal challenges related to 

intellectual property are often a very slippery slope; while there are definite guidelines to follow, 

their interpretation is relatively subjective; this was regarded as one of the most fruitful periods 

in Indian research history. Increased research, ironically, did not increase IP applications, which 

remained limited., according to the World Intellectual Property Organization's (WIPO) annual 

review of the international patent system, universities filed very few patent applications from 
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India. As a result, young researchers will need to learn more about intellectual property laws and 

rights. Intellectual Property Law is concerned with protecting and enforcing the rights of creators 

and owners of "intellectual property," such as inventions of scientists, writings of authors, music, 

designs, and other works. Copyright, trademarks, patents, and trade secrets are just a few 

examples of intellectual property. Copyright law protects the rights of creators in their careers in 

fine arts, publishing, entertainment, and computer software. In addition, the laws protect the 

owner of the work if others copy, present, or display the owner's work without permission 

(Mishra, 2008; Michaels, 1996). Trademark law protects a word, phrase, symbol, or design used 

by an entity to identify its product or service. Examples are Apple's apple logo and Adidas' three 

stripes. Trademark owners can prevent others from using their marks or marks, which are 

confusingly similar, so consumers would not be able to identify the source. In addition, these 

laws protect against infringement and dilution. Rights in trademarks are gained by being the first 

to use a trademark in commerce or being the first to register the mark with the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office. 

Patent law grants protection for new inventions, which can be products, processes, or designs, 

and provides a mechanism for protecting the vision. The patent law promotes the sharing of new 

developments with others to foster innovation. The patent owner has the right to protect others 

from producing, using, distributing, or importing the saved item. Essentially the patent is a 

property right that can be licensed, sold, mortgaged, or assigned. 

Trade secrets are business practices, formulas, designs, or processes used in a business, designed 

specifically to provide a competitive advantage. These trade secrets would not be otherwise 

known to an "outsider" of the company. An example of this is the formula for Coca-Cola. Trade 

secrets are protected without registration, and the owner should take appropriate steps to 

maintain confidentiality. The legal protection of Intellectual Property is essential for the 

progress of innovation. Individuals and businesses would not reap the full benefits of their 

inventions if they were not guarded, and they would devote less time and resources to research 

and development if they were not covered. In a similar vein, artists would not receive additional 

pay, and the cultural vitality of the country would suffer as a result. Students' need to learn about 

intellectual property rights (IPRs) to secure their inventions has grown as the focus on 

innovation, research, and cross-border collaborations have expanded. "They need to recognize 

the relevance of IPRs has arisen as countries turn to innovation and creativity for hard growth. 

The demand for intellectual property is growing, mainly in developing countries, "According to a 

WIPO representative. In today's world, research is translational, meaning it gets transformed into 

services or goods. IPRs aid in the protection and commercialization of inventions. "Inventors and 

entrepreneurs will gain a competitive advantage if their discoveries are patented and taken up for 

commercialization by startups," says the author. Our national and state economies benefit 

significantly from intellectual property (IP). Many industries in our economy rely on effective 

enforcement of patent, trademark, and copyright protection, while consumers utilize IP to ensure 
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they buy safe, guaranteed products. As a result, we believe that intellectual property rights 

should be protected both at home and overseas.  

Here's why: High-paying jobs are created and supported by intellectual property. Hundreds of 

millions of people work in IP-intensive businesses around the world. Jobs in IP-intensive 

companies are predicted to rise at a greater rate than the national average over the next decade. 

An IP-intensive industry's average worker earned around 30% more than a non-IP industry's 

average worker. Every human effort is aimed at advancing society's economic, social, scientific, 

and cultural growth. Therefore, it should be fostered, and the author should be appropriately 

compensated by providing legal protection for his intellectual property. As a result, intellectual 

assets must be used wisely to manage a successful organization in today's knowledge-based 

economy. Well-protected intellectual property can provide a company with a significant 

competitive advantage over its competitors. The best rights governing the use of human mind 

inventions are intellectual property rights. Patent, trademark, design, and Copyright are some of 

the IPR verticals, and some aspects are more addressed in the academic community than others. 

The best rights govern the use of creations of human minds. The IPRs have various verticals, 

including patent, trademark, design, and Copyright, where some aspects are more discussed in 

the academic community than others. Experts believe that the foundational awareness regarding 

a creator's rights needs to be developed in students from the school level. technology and patent 

consulting firms call for the need to have a culture of respecting a creator's rights and giving due 

credit while using someone else's creation. "Students will grow to get into the professional world 

where they will develop and exercise IP rights. Hence it must be made a part of the academic 

curriculum at the school and university level with increasing sophistication in the pedagogical 

approach that the UGC can introduce a compulsory 2-credit course on IPRs, similar to the 

environmental studies course in all the higher education institutes (HEIs). 

3. Future Prospective of Intellectual Property Rights  

The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) continue to file maximum patents, with 540 

applications in 2017-18, followed by Amity University with 119 applications. The IPR 

ecosystem in non-premier institutes across the country needs prolonged efforts to make students 

aware of the importance and filing procedures. In addition, the funding agencies are pushing 

innovators or entrepreneurs towards owning their technology before asking for funds. Hence, 

when an innovator chooses to file for an IPR, it provides other benefits beyond protection, such 

as licensing, better collaboration, and funding opportunities. The academic community needs a 

higher level of sensitization and significant exposure to patenting and technology 

commercialization (Narayanan, 2010; Sharma, 2014). 

All educational and research institutions should also develop in-house expertise for assessing and 

filing provisional patent applications and the commercialization of proprietary technologies. 

With growing technologies and business opportunities, the law is not merely limited to going to 



ISSN 2231-3842 (Print)  ISSN 2277-8691 (Online) 

 

 
INERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF APPLIED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY VOLUME 6, MARCH 2020 

43 
 

courts or joining a corporate law firm. As Intellectual Property Law has outgrown itself rapidly 

within a few years, it has brought along with it several new opportunities. 

The TRIPS Agreement reduces the extent of IP Law to Trademarks, Patents, Copyrights, 

Designs, Geographical Indications, Integrated Circuit Layout Designs, and Protection of 

Undisclosed Information, also known as Trade Secrets, and Plant Varieties (Mir & Ain, 2010; 

Nomani & Rahman, 2011). However, as the intensity of technological activity has expanded, 

especially in developing countries, the horizons of Intellectual Property have grown and are no 

longer confined or restricted. Moreover, the paradigm shift from corporations and companies 

hunting down tangible properties such as land and machinery towards acquiring intellectual 

assets has led to multifold growth in the IP Sector. 

4. Emerging Dimensions in Intellectual Property 

With the advances in science and technology and the increase in intangible assets such as the 

dissemination of ideas, intellectual property has emerged as a valuable asset not only for 

organizations but also for individuals who are the creators, owners, authors, etc., inventors of 

intellectual property. IP lawyers will continue to be required as long as new ideas and 

innovations are developed and as long as old inventions are protected and new ones are 

developed. This will be true as long as invention and innovation are there. Since the imagination 

of people does not stop, the work of an intellectual property lawyer prevails.  

Technology-driven innovation: - means which involves the development of new advanced 

technology systems. 

Market-driven innovation: - which includes products that create innovative value prepositions 

for new customer’s segment. 

Operations driven innovations: - which includes innovations in processes achieved by adopting 

cost-efficient practices. 

5. Scope and Opportunities in Intellectual Property 

5.1.Competition Law 

Where IP is known to attain a monopoly over creation or invention, competition law prevents 

monopolistic behaviour. TRIPS Agreement provides scope for the enforcement of competition 

law vis-à-vis anti-competitive licensing practices and conditions. An emerging opportunity is in-

depth analysis of strategies and analysis of a company's policies and formulating new ones along 

with the drafting of agreements is thus an emerging opportunity. 

Audits and Valuation When it comes to intangible assets, intellectual property auditing is a tool 

that most business owners use to evaluate the intangible assets they have developed over some 

time. Intellectual property is fundamental because it accounts for the goodwill of a company and 
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is one of the reasons for which companies seek protection for their intellectual property rights. 

Due to the changing business climate, it is necessary to review intellectual property (IP) owned, 

used, or acquired by a company to assess and manage risk, correct problems, and implement the 

best intellectual property asset management practices.  

5.2.Corporate Law 

Agreements are a very notable law aspect in Intellectual Property, which includes drafting 

confidential information agreements, license agreements, assignment agreements, franchisee 

agreements (to name a few). An enterprising lawyer thus should be abreast with the issues of 

Intellectual Property and its related agreements as it opens up a plethora of work opportunities. 

5.3. Investigation and Enforcement Advisory 

The discovery of IP infringement is one of the most important aspects of IP enforcement. 

Investigators familiar with IP laws are better equipped to investigate and advise whether action 

should be taken to protect intellectual property. 

5.4.Media, Fashion and Sports 

These are the niche areas of practice where intellectual property law plays a pivotal role. These 

sectors are IP intensive. They not only require registration of Patents, Copyright, and trademarks, 

but these industries are also generating a massive amount of work related to licensing, 

franchising, assignment of IP, IP prosecution as well as enforcement of IP rights globally. One of 

the essential benefits of a career in IP law is its potential to expose interesting new developments 

in science, technology, and other disciplines. For many people with different mindsets, 

intellectual property work can be particularly a compelling discipline and career to pursue. 

Recent Developments in nanotechnology and self-driving vehicles, biotechnology, space 

exploration, drone technology, and others Each of these sectors involves intellectual property. IP 

attorneys may work on the cutting edge of innovative advanced technologies or with global 

brands, film studios, music labels, athletes, and celebrities. For anyone who dislikes following 

the prescribed road laid out by attorneys, the intellectual property serves as the gateway to 

innovation and discovery. 

6. Conclusion 

The law of intellectual property Concerns has been raised about a variety of issues and their 

consequences, including the possibility that intellectual property rights will prevent us from 

using our traditional knowledge, as well as how lives will be governed by transnational corporate 

giants and what will happen to laborers, or even the opportunity that national biodiversity will be 

tethered to websites. Will it be constructive, or will it have a negative influence on and halt local 

development? The recommendation calls for the formulation of a comprehensive intellectual 

property policy for various sectors and academic institutions and special training to personnel in 
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the management of intellectual property rights and access to exercise in the use of patent 

information databases. Legal education in India is going through a very changing phase, and 

Though India has the largest population of lawyers globally, there is a need for eminent lawyers. 

The opportunities for bright law graduates are massive, and the new generation of law schools 

has a significant role in improving the standards of legal education in India. Hence, the scenario 

of legal education is becoming more and more specialized, as was envisioned by the well-

wishers of the legal profession for an ordinary person coming into contact with intellectual 

property. 

The objects cover a wide range of topics and are primarily concerned with food, shelter, and 

clothes; they include survival, comfort, and pleasure items. When he deals with these assets, he 

does things like wake up in a Gautier bed, use a supporting Sleep well mattress and pillows, 

drink Taj Mahal Tea, and go for a morning walk while dressed in a Nike tracksuit and running 

shoes. Tea with Modern Bread or Mother Dairy Milk, or a cup of Nescafe while going to the 

office in a Zen automobile, using a Compaq machine, and returning home in a car are all 

possible options. The products he utilizes are those that are the intellectual property of someone 

else. He uses them during the evening while watching Sony television and sets the alarm to wake 

him up in the morning on their Swatch watch. These properties are protected by Copyright, a 

right to copy, or a trademark, among other legal protection. As the existence of the ordinary 

person is inextricably linked to the papers and products that fall within the category of human 

property that is protected by law, The copying, duplication, alteration, and unauthorized 

duplicating of these objects without the owner's authorization are all considered significant 

offences and are punishable by law. Intellectual property rights are therefore essential for the 

average citizen to understand and appreciate.  
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